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over-grown large ones* Many of the large proprietors are them-
selves beginning to recognise that only by the creation of some
system of small holdings will the acute labour problem be
alleviated.
Yet in taking up this question of small holdings, as it is doing
in a serious spirit to-day, Germany is not by any means turning
OTer a new leaf in its agricultural history.
Happily for the nation, it already possesses a large race of
small peasants who are able to keep abreast of the times, and to
make a tolerable if not an affluent competency. The traditional
home of the small peasantry is to be found in West and Central
Grernaany, in Bavaria, and in the districts bordering on the
Korth Sea. These peasants depend far more upon grazing than
corn-growing, and for the most part they work their lands with
the help of wife and children, and employ no labourers.
Not only so, but the small holdings are steadily increasing in
number and in aggregate area. Between 1882 and 1895 the
farms under five acres increased from 8,061,831, forming 58
per cent, of the whole as to number, to 8,236,367, forming 58'2
per cent. The number of farms of from 5 to 12 J acres numbered
981,407 (18-6 per cent.) in 1882 and 1,016,318 (18*3 per
cent.) in 1895; those of from 12J to 50 acres were 926,605
(17*6 per cent.) in 1882 and 998,804 (18 per cent.) in
1895; those of from 50 to 125 acres were 289,887 (4'5 per
cent.) in 1882 and 289,643 (4*8 per cent.) in 1895; those of
from 125 to 250 acres were 41,628 (0'8 per cent,) in 1882 and
42,124 (0*7 per cent.) in 1895 ; those of from 250 to 1,250 acres
were 20,847 (0*4 per cent.) in 1882 and 20,881 (0'4 per cent.)
in 1895; and the properties exceeding 1,250 acres numbered
4,144 (0-1 per cent.) in 1882 and 4,180 (O'l per cent.) in 1895.
The total number of farms and estates, made up of arable land,
meadow and pasture, garden land, and vineyard, was 5,276,344
in 1882 and 5,558,317 in 1895.
The farms of less than 5 acres comprised in the aggregate
6,089,785 acres in 1895, against 5,898,393 acres in 1882; those
of from 5 to 12| acres 10,358,177 acres (against 9,582,255 acres);
those of from 12J to 50 acres 31,344,150 acres (against
28,780,042 acres) ; those of from 50 to 125 acres 23,748,100
acres (against 22,701,862 acres); those of from 125 to 250 acres
9^244,853 acres (against 8,337,295 acres); those of from 250 to